Somerset Marches
in affectionate respect, was a popular leader of the faction
in Taunton and the neighbourhood. He was a great loss
to Monmouth, and the tragedy of his death threw a gloom
over the little camp.
Fletcher had to be put under arrest' and, to save him
from the vengeance of Dare's son and his following, Mon-
mouth sent him on board the frigate which soon afterwards
set sail. Monmouth informed his army that he had ordered
his ship to meet him at Bristol, where a court-martial should
be held on Fletcher. This seemed a just and reasonable
course to take, and poor Dare was buried and the soldiers
returned to their duties.
Had they known that the frigate was merely hired by
Monmouth and that its papers were made out for Bilbao, to
which port she sailed after leaving Lyme, and that the Bristol
story was a piece of Stuart diplomacy to keep the Somerset
men in good heart, the rebellion would probably have ended
where it began. But.Monmouth lied so bravely and with
such circumstance that they were bound to believe him.
He sent for a local pilot named John Kerridge who knew
the Devonshire and Cornish coast, and persuaded him to sail
with the frigate and take her to Bristol. Poor Kerridge was
carried off to Bilbao. Here he was arrested and sent to
England as a traitor, and narrowly escaped execution, but in
the end was pardoned and returned to his home.
These incidents on the Saturday did not hinder the busy
preparations that were going forward for a night attack
on Bridport, where the Somerset militia were stationed.
Lord Grey and Colonel Venner were in command of this
expedition. Grey had forty horse under his own command
and 400 foot under Colonel Wade and Captain Goodenough.
They set off across the hills down to Chideock and on to
Allington, just outside Bridport, covering the distance of
ten miles in the night* When the vanguard of forty
musqueteers under Lieutenant Mitchell reached the bridge
at Allington early on Sunday morning the town was
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